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NOTICE TO INDUSTRY

08 January 2026 (update) Notice Number: 02/2025
Escort Tug Regime for the coastal and inland waters of Northern British Columbia
Compulsory Pilotage Area #4

The tug escort criteria mentioned below was developed through full mission bridge simulations and
the TERMPOL Review Process. If new terminals become operational in the North Coast region,
or additional simulations provide updated information, this notice may be updated.

These rules apply to ships carrying liquid hydrocarbons (LPG, LNG, Oil) in bulk, when in
product and transiting Area #4 of the compulsory pilotage waters of BC.

Assist Tug: Means a suitable tug, used in the act of berthing, unberthing or transiting of large
vessels in confined waterways.

Tethered Tug: Means any suitable tug that is connected (tethered) by a towline to the attended
vessel for the purposes of escorting or vessel-assist duties.

Escort Tug: Means a suitable tug, readily available, to apply emergency steering or braking forces
to an attended vessel at speeds exceeding 6 knots in confined channels or similar restricted spaces,
and

i.  is defined as a tug that is escort-rated with a corresponding Certificate of Classification
ii.  must be equipped with an operational tension meter
iii.  must be capable of operating in the Indirect, Powered Indirect & Direct Escort Mode when
tethered
iv.  must have render/recover winches to undertake rescue towing if required
v.  must remain in attendance with the ship until it is released by the Pilot or Master
vi.  must be capable of operating safely at the recommended escort speed of the ships

1. At least one licensed pilot will be on the bridge of the ship while it is under tug escort.

2. Ships’ engines must be fully operational and ready for immediate manoeuvering when under pilotage and operating

with tugs.

3. Two (2) ship’s officers and two (2) crewmembers are always to be on the bridge when the ship is underway.
Additional crew member(s) standing by forward when deemed necessary (e.g.., whale lookout)

4. To assist with tethered tug requirements, or in an emergency, sufficient crewmembers must be on standby when
transiting between the pilot station and the marine terminal.

5. Outside of the mandatory tethered tug areas listed in the table below, the exact locations of tethering and un-tethering
of tugs will be at the discretion of the Master and Pilots, as required in the prevailing conditions.



6. The speed of the ship shall be such that the escort tug(s) can bring the ship under control within the navigational limits
of the waterway. Escorted ship speeds:
i.  shall take into consideration weather and sea conditions, manoeuvring and other characteristics of the ship,
traffic density and other factors that may affect the manoeuvring of the ship.
ii.  may be adjusted as necessary in the prevailing conditions

7. The minimum number of escort tugs and their bollard pull ratings will be as per the tables below.

Table 1 - Default Escort Tug Requirements (Pilotage Area 4)

Specific areas may have additional requirements beyond this, based on local conditions / etc.

Ship Particulars No. of Tugs / Min Line Force

Ship Loa < 180m Unless transiting Porpoise Channel, no tug required under normal
AND circumstances.

SDWT < 32,000 If required, 1 x 40t bollard pull assist tug tethered astern.

180m < Loa <230m

AND 1x escort tug tethered astern

32,000 < SDWT < 75,000 60-tonne bollard pull rating

230m < Loa < 270m Ix escort tug tethered astern
AND 80-tonne bollard pull ratin
75,000 < SDWT < 120,000 P £
270m < Loa <£315m

AND 1x escort tug tethered astern

120,000 < SDWT < 170,000 100-tonne bollard pull rating

Table 2 - Between Triple Island & Watson Island Terminal

Leg/Remarks Ship Particulars No. of Tugs / Min Line Force

Watson Island Terminal to/from Ship Loa < 180m 1 assist tug tethered forward

Agnew Bank AND 1 assist tug tethered astern

Ship speed < 6kts SDWT < 32,000 Each tug of 40-tonne bollard pull rating

Agnew Bank to west of Rachael

Islands Ship Loa < 180m

AND
SDWT < 32,000

1 assist tug tethered astern
40-tonne bollard pull rating
Ship speed < 8kts

Ship Loa < 180m
Rachael Islands to Triple Island AND No tug required.
SDWT < 32,000




Table 3 - Between Triple Island & Prince Rupert Harbour

Rachael Islands

75,000 < SDWT < 120,000

Leg/Remarks Ship Particulars No. of Tugs & Bollard Pull
<
Marine Terminal to/from west of 131\(1)11;1 <Loa<270m 1 escort tug tethered astern

80-tonne bollard pull rating

Harbour Limits to/from Triple
Island

230m < Loa <£270m
AND
75,000 < SDWT < 120,000

1 escort tug tethered astern
80-tonne bollard pull rating

The escort tug may be untethered if pilot,
tug master, and ship master are in
agreement.

Table 4 - Between Triple Island & Kitimat
Two pilots on the bridge whenever escort tug is tethered.

Ship Particulars

Leg/Remarks

No. of Tugs / Min Line Force

Ship Loa < 180m
AND
SDWT < 32,000

Between Triple Island and
Kitimat Harbour

No escort tug required under normal
circumstances.

Ship Loa > 180m
OR
SDWT > 32,000

Kersey Point to/from west of
Emilia Island

Tugs as per Table 1
Mandatory Tethered

West of Emilia Island Tugs as per Table 1
to/from Black Fly Point May be untethered
Black Fly Point to/from Tugs as per Table 1
Nepean Rock Mandatory Tethered
Nepean Rock to/from Nesbitt | Tugs as per Table 1
Rock May Be Untethered
Nesbitt Rock until clear of Tugs as per Table 1
Keswar Point Mandatory Tethered

Keswar Point to Triple Island

Tugs as per Table 1
May Be Untethered

Ship Fittings for Escort Tug:

8. The emergency towing arrangements on the ship required by SOLAS may be used if suitable for tethered tug
operations if such use does not in any way compromise the deployment and use of the emergency towing

arrangements for their SOLAS purpose.

9. The following recommendations apply where bollards and fairleads are provided specifically for tug escort and pull-
back duties:
i.  the major components and supporting structure should be designed for a load that is a minimum of twice the
SWL rating
ii.  towing arrangements should be adequate for towing line angles up to 90° from the ship’s centre line to both
starboard and port in the horizontal plane and to 30° below horizontal in the vertical plane



1il.

1v.

Vi.

Vil.

viii.

BRM:

the fairlead (chock) should be located on the stem/stern as close as possible to the centre line of the ship. (If
the emergency towing arrangement is used, the strong point should be so located to facilitate towing from
either side of the stern and to minimize the stress on the towing system

the fairlead (chock) opening should have well-rounded corners

the towing or connection point should be aligned longitudinally with the fairlead (chock) and clear of all
obstructions

the fairlead (chock) should have a minimum diameter of 600 mm and a minimum height of 300 mm

in accordance with OCIMF recommendations, each fitting should be clearly marked by bead weld outline
with its SWL, expressed in metric tonnes (letter ‘t”) or Kilo Newtons (letters KN) to avoid any confusion

the ship should have onboard, a copy of the manufacturer’s type-test certificate for the fittings or a certificate
confirming that the fittings are constructed in strict compliance with a recognized standard that specifies
design load, safety factor and load application. The ship should also hold a certificate attesting to the strength
of the strong point used for the escort tug or have the information in its approved/official mooring and towing
plans

10. All ships requiring tug escorts must conduct a pilot to ship master to tug master pre-escort conference. Exchange of
information shall include:

1.
ii.
iii.
1v.
V.
Vi.
Vii.

planned transit speed during escort

passage plan

SWL of hard points used for the tethered escort tug(s)

positioning of escort tug relative to ship being escorted

VHF frequency used for communications

predicted weather and sea conditions including weather limitations
any other relevant information

11. Nothing in these rules relieve the masters from compliance with the Collision Regulations and the safe navigation of
their ships. A departure from this regime may be required for safety purposes in response to prevailing circumstances
and conditions.

Please contact PPA at marineops@ppa.gc.ca for any queries and/or clarifications.
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